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them and did not, if he was released from responsibility.
What would be the judgment of the people and the record
of history, if the President, knowing these wrongs and
having it in his power to remove the tyrant, failed to do it?
As a political move, they said, it would be injudicious, and
left, I have no doubt, with the belief that I am a rash
and injudicious adviser. It is, however, the old difference.
They are Whigs; I am a Democrat. They are afraid to
trust the people on a question of right; I hold it our safety
and strength.

December 24, Tuesday. A few Members <of Congress re-
main in the city, but most have left for Christmas vacation.
The adjournment and an interview with their constituents
may do them and the country good. The elections of the
year and the unmistakable evidence of condemnation by
the people have annoyed them, but there is not among
them the patriotism, ability, and independence to extricate
themselves from the control of intriguing conspirators,
who by secret caucuses have made it impossible for them
to retrace their steps, and try to do right. Among the
Radicals there is little statesmanship. They are striving
to retain their usurped power by outrageous measures and
violence.

Chief Justice Chase still aspires to be the Radical candi-
date for President, but few, however, of the Radicals are
disposed to gratify his aspirations. Among bankers,
speculators, and a certain class of capitalists he finds sup-
porters, and he has a quasi strength among the Southern
Radicals and negroes. The Republicans, or the conserva-
tive element of what was the Republican Party, are favor-
ing General Grant. Comprising the largest segment, they
will be likely to control party action to the disgust of the
earnest Radicals, who, however, dare not oppose the move-
ment. Grant himself is not only willing but grows daily
more and more anxious; his aspirations, although he strives
to conceal them, are equal to and even surpass those of the